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PROCEEDINGS
NEJAC GENERAL SESSION
BUSINESS REQUIRING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ACTION

MR. TURRENTINE: Seeing as how we have a quorum, | now
declare this session to be in order.

MS. JARAMILLO: Mr. Chaiman.

MR. TURRENTINE: Yes.

MS. JARAMILLO: If we're in order, I'd like to have the floor for a
minute.

MR. TURRENTINE: You may.

MS. JARAMILLO: The reason I'm asking for the floor is I'm going
to be shortly making a motion. | know that sometimes we ty to
deliberate without some of the formality of Robert's Rules, but | think it's
important to do so at this point in time.

The reason | want to doit is there's some undercurrents and there's
some confusion and concerns relayed by a lot of people in terms of the
direction and some of the things that maybe happening overthe next few
months.

The motion | willbe making fomally is not debatable. It requires an
up or down vote of two-thirds of the --

MR. TURRENTINE: Can you hold forone moment?

Can we have orderin the back?

(Pause.)

MS. JARAMILLO: The reason I'm giving you the information ahead
of time is so that there will be no confusion about the motion | will be
making. It is not debatable and it will require a two-+hirds vote of the
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Council to pass.

The motion | want to make at this time is to suspend the agenda
and get into a discussion of many of the undercurrents and issues that
have been kind of fomenting throughout this NEJAC Council meeting.
And | think before we can deliberate further on our business we really
need to address those in an gpen manner and resolve some of those
issues.

So, my motion is to suspend the agenda.

MR. TURRENTINE: Motionmade. Is there a second?

PARTICIPANT: Second.

MR. TURRENTINE: It has been duly seconded. Noted.

There is a motion on the floor to suspend the order of the agenda
to get into some substantive discussion. Any questions on the motion?

(No audible response)

MR. TURRENTINE: Any urnreadiness?

(No audible response)

MR. TURRENTINE: Call forthe question.

MR. COLE: | call for the question.

MR. TURRENTINE: All in favor of the motion to suspend the
agenda and the order of business, let itbe known by the usual show of
hands.

(Show of hands.)

MR. TURRENTINE: Seeing aunanimous vote, the ayes have itand
so ordered.

The floor is now openfor discussion of items that have germinated
or emanated some undercurrents withinthe meeting this week, and the
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environmental justice or not. And | would like a definitive answer to that
guestion. We would like -- this is not just my inquiry; this is an inquiry for
the NEJAC.

MR. TURRENTINE: Vernice, inaddition to that, I've gone back and
I've looked at the Charterthat's in our booklet, and ifmemory serves me
correctly -- and we can cerainly check the record - that statement
regarding policy used to be in the Charter also and for some reason it is
now redacted from the Charter.

| guess | would like to have some discussion regarding how that
happened, whether or not we did it and didn't realize we were doing it, or
whether it was done onto us.

So, there are just a number of issues around this issue of whether
or not we are providing advice and counsel to the Administrator on issues
of environmental justice regarding policy in the agency.

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: Charles, unfortunately, as you are sort of the
only person at the table who's not a member of the Council, this
unfortunately befalls to you to answer the question.

Just so you know, we were hoping to have this discussion with
Steve Herman and with Barry Hill.

MR. LEE: Yes, it is very unfortunate.

(Pause dueto AV system problem.)

MR. LEE: Can you hear me?

PARTICIPANTS: Yes.

MR. LEE: | said, yes, it is unfortunate. | think it speaks for itself,
the NEJAC is the advisory body set up to provide advice on policy and a
host of other issues to EPA related to environmental justice. | mean, |
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Chair would recognize Vernice Miller.

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: Mr. Chair and Charles, we address this both
to you. In the discussion that we had on Tuesday morning there were a
number of issues that were discussed thatleft us, quite frankly, mystified.

Chief among them was the questionaround the NEJAC's role as a
policy advisory body. We believe that we need to start at that point
because we are talking about the essence and the mission of the
National Environmental Justice Advisory Council.

To that end, Iwant to revisit the question that| asked Barry Hill, the
Director of the Office of Environmental Justice, and revisit what his
response to me was, and then read from our Bylaws and what our
Bylaws say about the subject.

| asked Barry on Tuesday morning if in fact the NEJAC is an
advisory body that providesadvice and counsel on policy-making issues
pertaining to environmental justice questions, issues, et cetera, within
and to the Environmental Protection Agency and other agencies as EPA
deems fit.

Barry said that was nat our role and | was incorrect.

The Bylaws of the U.S. Envionmental Protection Agency National
Environmental Justice Advisory Council read as follows under Section 3,
Mission and Scope:

"The NEJAC, EPA's national advisory committee, formulates
recommendations and advice on envionmental justice policy and
direction." End of sentence.

So, | would like clarity on whether or nat we are an advisory council
that gives advice to the agency around policy issues pertaining to
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think that that speaks for itself.

| think that the issues around which the national environmental
policy guidance -- environmental justice policy guidance -- the way they
surface, brings to light perhaps different interpretations of what that
means.
serious.

I don't know if -- you know, the reason why this is unfortunate is
because the question -- this does have to be a conversation that the
Council and Barry have to have, as well as perhapswith Steve Herman,
you know.

| think that -- and the issue that you're raising, that's very

But | will saythat, you know, issues of importance to envionmental
justice is something that the Council needs to be involved with and be
part of a process in terms of providing advice and recommendations
around. It speaks real clearly for itself and obviously there are a lot of
concerns that are being raisedas to whether or not that's being achieved
adequately.

So, I mean, | will go that farat this point, but I'll be glad to talk about
it with you in any way that you want to.

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: Charles, if | might respond. Thank you for
your clear answer to the frst question. But it seems that theredoes need
to be some substantive discussion within the leadership of the Office of
Environmental Justice and the NEJAC because there is not unanimity of
opinion, thinking, and understanding on the role of the NEJAC. We
cannot continue to go forward if we are notall of one mind about what the
role and mission of the NEJAC is. So, we need some real clarification.

We've heard from you, Charles, and we thank you for going on the
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record and stating what you understand and believe the role to be. But
as it was Barry who gave the response that that is not our role, then we
really need to have a discussion with Barry and we believe ako with
Steve Herman, and others, as you see fit, inthe Office of Environmental
Justice.

So, that's point number one. But, first, thank you for your clear --

MR. LEE: Could | respond to that?

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: -- and direct answer. Yes.

MR. LEE: Let me just respond to that.

| said at the end ofthat session in which Barry presented about the
environmental justice policy guidance, that it is very clear that there are
issues of particular policy significance -- of particular significance to the
issue at hand, which is the environmental justice policy. But there were
larger issues that are being raised.

| don't think that there is, you know, any - | mean, | don't think that
we need to beat around the bush as to the fact that there are concerns
that have been expressed either individually or among the group in
session as far as the way that businessis being done withrespect to the
NEJAC in terms of the different interpretations of the role of the NEJAC
and how you carry that out, in terms of the style in which our work is
being done and advice, recommendation, collaboration, consultation, and
so on and so forth.

These are large issues andthese needto be addressed. And these
need to be addressed if the viability and the integrity of the National
Environmental Justice Advisory Council is going to continue.

So | think that it is important that you are raising these. It is
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other issues. For example, selection of sies for the meetings, the
development of the agenda for the meetings, the composition and the
makeup of the Council and the subcommittees.

So there are a whde host of issues that need to be discussed, and
though we're not going to get answers, the Office of Environmental
Justice and EPA need to know how we feel about it and what our
thoughts are.

So to that end, | would ask that we just kind of weigh in and do
whatever we can do best.

| think Marinelle was first, Rosa, and then Tom and then Rose.

MS. RAMOS: | just think that we need an explanation of why Mr.
Barry Hill is not here. And | think we should send a petition for him to
present here right away and also to invite Mr. Steve Heman or Sylvia
Lowrance -- otherwise we're talking to ourselves.

MR. TURRENTINE: On the issue of Barry, | know Barry is
experiencing some tremendous pain with a back injury that's going to
require surgery | think the first of the year. Barry, if you've noticed him --
and I'm not defending him notbeing here, but | didget word from him that
he would not be here, that he is simply flat on his back and under
medication to try to reduce some of the pain.

So | don't think sending a natice out to Barry to have him come here
is going to meet with any positive response.

| don't know why Steve is not here.

MS. RAMOS: But then, again, | think we should send them a
petition to present here, to be here. Steve Herman or Ms. Sylvia
Lowrance.
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important that you are raising these for the record. And | think that, you
know, many of those issues that | know that many of you have really
need to be stated and it is good that this is an opportunity to do that.

MR. TURRENTINE: There is another basically -- number one,
would the contractors do what they can to get us some cord so that we
can use these mikes? We can't even pull the mikes close to us to use
them because there's not enough cord.

PARTICIPANT: They're going to fixit on the break.

MR. TURRENTINE: They're going to fix iton the break and wecan't
use the mikes nowon the most important discussion we're going tohave.

Anyway, in addition to theissue that we're talkingabout -- in addition
to what we're talking about here, the broader issues, other than just
interpretation because that becomes very serious for everything that we
do -- if we are operating under one set of assumptions and the Office of
Environmental Justice is operating under another set of assumptions or
interpretations, then we're going at loggerheads.

Now, | want to just provide a framework for a broader discussion
because we're not going to get any two answers to this question. Let's
talk about the broader issues of how things are happening or aren't
happening.

For example, NEJAC was not involved in this document. That'sone
issue.

MS. RAMOS: Mr. Chair.

MR. TURRENTINE: Let me just finish.

NEJAC was not involved in this particular issue, this document.
NEJAC has had its role, as we perceive it, rolled back in a number of
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MR. LEE: | understand that Steve was going to be here but there
was a schedule conflict. This was something, | guess, of great
importance. And that's all | know.

MR. TURRENTINE: Tom.

MR. GOLDTOOTH: Can you hear me? Something is wrong with
the mikes this morning.

I'm also very concerned about this. It's been on my mind since the
presentation that Barry made on the environmentaljustice policy. When
Luke questionedthe processthat excluded us to review thatdraft, that's
something | was very concerned about.

Subsequently | was talking to one of the individuals from inside EPA
and | was alarmed to hearthat that documentwas shared by industry and
by states for review. Whether or not that was officially or unofficially, |
think that violated many -- that violated the principles of environmental
justice that many of us at this table adhere to.

It's something that | think needs to be addressed. It's serious. And
we need to have someone here, at least before we leave today, that's in
a position within the agency to correct this issue, to give clarification to
it.

I remember last year when we were going through this change
within the Office of Environmental Justice as far as leadership, one of the
concerns that came up last yearwas a new vision that Barry had that we
need to steer away from issue-specific discussions and go more into
being more -- | forgot his words, but they were in the area of being more
strategic in addressing the issues that we deal with that can affect policy,
affect policy.
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That's something that many of us also agreed to, that our work here
is on two levels, providing an opportunity for the public to come to talk
about their issues, but aso to feel that we can alo make change, affect
policy, concerning these issues.

And so | remember that was his vision. Now, what I'm hearing now
is contrary to that, especially the statement he made the other day when
Vernice had fielded some questions. So | think we need to have that
clarification promptly.

MR. LEE: Do you want an answer? Do you want some kind of
response?

As far as the issue of shared documents with industry or states, |
don't know anything about that. That's the only thing | can say.

As far as getting Barry or someone here, we should try todo that.

And then, as far as many of the other things that you're raising, they
are very important issues to be fully and thoroughly discussed.

MS. RAMOS: Mr. Chair. Once more I'm asking you --

MR. TURRENTINE: Hold it. Rosa, holdit justone minute. Let me
get a couple of people and then I'll come back to you, if that's okay.

If your response is directly on this discussion,then why don'tyou go
ahead.

MS. RAMOS: It's just that | want to know if we are going to request
the presence of Steve Hemman and Sylvia Lowrance formally? Are we
going to send them a message now? I'm asking.

MR. LEE: Has that beendone already? The answer is yes.

MR. TURRENTINE: The answer is yes, they're going to use a cell
phone and they're going to call now.
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that's how he threw his back out.

(Laughter.)

MS. RAMOS: Mr. Chair.

MR. COLE: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

While we're on the issue of the Environmental Justice Policy
Guidance, it's come to my attention that this document apparently has a
long history, and | wanted to edify the members of the NEJAC about that
because when! heard this | became even more troubled than | was on --
| guess it was Tuesday when | heard about it, when | was described as
"agitated."

(Laughter.)

MR. COLE: Apparently the EnvironmentalJustice Policy Guidance
began as anidea in August of 1999, some 16 or 17 months ago, when
the environmental justice coordnators in the regions and the Office of
Environmental Justice staff began preparing this document.

Sometime between August and December that task was taken away
from them by the Director of the Office of Environmental Justice who then
hired a contractor to work with him to produce the document

In December of 1999, a year ago, a draft of that document was
circulated back to the regions.

So, a year the Office of Environmental Justice had a draft of the
policy document, while we were meeting at the last NEJAC last
December, there was a copy of this document that went out to the
regions.

Theregions had a number of different comments, some positive, but
many critical of that document which was drafted by the contractor and
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We would also respectfullyask that once you make that call that you
let me know what the response is.

Rose and then Luke.

MS. AUGUSTINE: Hope this works. Okay.

My concern is on what you said, Haywood. Also, | have noticed
whatis happening to the NEJAC. We don't have -- when the NEJAC was
first formed, we used to hawe lines of people that came from all over the
country to testify, and now it's just a handful of people. What is
happening?

You know, the people areexpectedto turn in a writtendocument on
what they're going to talk to. This is putting a lot of burden on the
community. Who came up with this idea? This is what we wanted to get
away from in the communities, where people can come and testify and
not have to gothrough these formalities. That is placing a heavy burden
on communities.

Also, what happened to the tours of the communities? We didn't
have one in May and we didn't have one for this meeting.

So what are we doing here? If Steve Herman -- that's his name?
Sylvia Lowrance or Barry Hill can't be here, then we're just taking to
ourselves? I'm walking out of here if someone doesn't come within the
next half hour.

And if they're hiding their heads in shame, they should. | don't
expectany excuse. Theyneed to be here. Bary Hill was here yesterday
and he was very adamant about what he was doing. And all of the
sudden he's sick. He didn't look sick to me yesterday. He looked like he
was ready to jump up and down when he threw his temper fit. Maybe
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by Barry Hill. The regions submitted significant comments, even though
it was on a very shortened timeframe, in December and January. And
then the document disappeared.

It has now reappeared in December of the year 2000, and this is
first that we're hearing about it as the National Environmental Justice
Advisory Council.

| said this on Tuesday, but I'll say it again. If the Office of
Environmental Justice is drafting and Environmenta Justice Policy
Guidance and is not involving the National Environmental Justice
Advisory Council, I'm nat quite sure what our function is.

I've also heard from four separate sources that both the state
governments and industry representatives, specifically the Chamber of
Commerce, were sent drafts of this policy.

Now, Charles may not have been in the loop on this because this
was clearly happening higher up the food chain. So | don't want to put
this on Charles.

But this is a very disturbing -- a vely disturbing series of events that
| just wanted to set out for the record to show that while it appeared we
were being kept in the daik when we heard about this on Tuesday, the
actual circumstances are much worse than what we were led to believe
on Tuesday. Not only was this document around for a year and a half,
butit's also been shared with other stakeholders outside ofthis process.

MR. TURRENTINE: Charlesis not leaving.

(Laughter.)

MR. TURRENTINE: Charles isgoing totalk to Steve, and he will be
back momentarily. But we shall proceed.
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Rosa.

MS. RAMOS: Rose, | heard you say that you're going to leave in
half an hour ifthey don'tcome. | wart to ask you to stay because we are
here to representthe people andwe have to stay here denouncing what's
wrong. We cannot allow the community seat to be empty. | invite you to
stay.

MS. AUGUSTINE: I'd like torespond to that.

| said Iwould leave if someone doesn't come because if they don't
have the respect that we deserve on this committee, and we don't have
any authority on this committee to say anything, they don't think that we
are worth coming down and answer our questions, then there's no reason
why | have to sit here and lose the respect and the integrity of my
community.

| represent my community and | will not allow my community to be
disrespected and lose the integrity that we now havwe. That man that
came -- that gentleman that came and testified the other night, he hit the
nail right on the head. He was right on tarmget with what he said. What
he said there was very disrespectful for this whole board here.

| refuse to have anyone disrespectmy community and myself. I'm
here to represent my community and we don't deserve that because we
don't have the power and we're -- we're just a rubberstamp on this
committee and we are allowing this © happen tous.

Let me tell you, this is not a very prestigious committee in my eyes.

(Applause.)

MR. TURRENTINE: Vernice and then Annabelle.

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: Haywood, I think I'll do something historic,
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expected -- or what is expected of us.

MR. TURRENTINE: Rosa Hilda.

MS. RAMOS: You know, this morning | was thinking that this was
going to be one o the happiest days in my life because of the
accomplishments we have obtained related to Puerto Rico. But since
anything can happen in this meeting today, | would request respectfully
the Council to allow Ms. Jaramillo to present for the record the
recommendation and what happened with Puerto Rico because | realy
believe anything can happenin this Council today and | don't want this
to be left -- this left out of the record while we wait for an answer.

MR. TURRENTINE: Without objection, you shall proceed.

MS. JARAMILLO: Actually, this doesn't fitinto this discussion but
I think in order to get this on the record it's probably appropriate to submit
it at this time. It was goingto be part of the report of the Airand Water
Subcommittee. We did reach agreement yesterday with the agency on
issues regarding the power plants in Puerto Rico.

Let me, for the record, readit into the record so that it will be part of
the proceedings of this meeting.

The Air and Water Subcommittee met in New York City October
17th and 18th to focus on public utility issues. The subcommittee also
focused on the issues raised by its resolution to the NEJAC regarding
power plants in Puerto Rico. The discussions focused primarily on
reducing sulfur emissions, mass emission limits, and other air quality
issues.

After considerable discussion, the Air and Water Subcommittee
recommended and the agency agreed to pursue actions idertified by the
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and I'll pass.

MS. JARAMILLO: One of the concerns that | have, and it's --

MR. TURRENTINE: Hold onone minute, Annabelle. This side of
the room wanted to know what Vernice said. She said she's goingto do
something historic and pass.

(Laughter.)

MS. JARAMILLO: Everything Vernice does is historic.

(Laughter.)

MS. JARAMILLO: | think forme the issue is if we have no direction
or no support or no clarfication of what our role is here, | think it adds
discomfort, it adds frustration. The other overarching issue is that we
have no idea what direction will be coming in the next few months in light
of a new administration who in my opinion has not demonstrated that it
cares about people.

And so for us to be working with an agency which is not
communicating with us at this point in time and expecting that we're
going to be able to advise on issues to keep hope alive in communities,
it's very frustrating for me. And| guess | would rather spend my time
working at the local levelto ensure that something good does happen for
communities.

This takes a great deal out of our time and it takes a great deal of
energy. And it impacts us in many other ways, emotionally, our health,
our commitment.

For me it just doesn't make sense to continue to give time if that
time isn't going to be appreciated, if that contribution isn't going to be
listened to, and if we don't get clear understanding of what it is we're
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subcommittee with the primary goa -- and this is emphasized -- to
achieve through every practical method a reduction in fuel sulfur on
PREPA power plants to .5 percent sulfur.

The methods to accomplish this will include both legal and
regulatory action by EPA and action to encourage strong government and
community pressure for improvement.

Under legd and regulatory actions, strict enforcement of the 1999
Consent Decree, includingdefense of the opacitytests and efforts to find
justification for modifying the SIP to support a tightening of the mass
emission limit to .1 pounds -- and | have a typo here, so mmbtu --
somebody give me what that is -- it's a parts per btu -- and/or fuel and
sulfur levels, which in turnwill enable tightening of Title V permits. So the
reduction is going to help maybe then revisitthe issue through Title V.

Under the efforts to strengthen government and community
pressure, EPA will meetwith the newly-elected Governor, EPA will offer
training for communities to identify opacity violations and raise
community awareness of violations. Theywill assemble a technical team
to evaluate the pros and cons of using low sulfur fuel and other
operational improvements at PREPA's power plants. And EPA will
determine the health benefits of using low sulfur fuels in PREPA and
publicizing those benrefits, and they will being NIH into the discussions.

If we resolve the other issues that we're discussing here this
morning, the Air and Water Subcommittee will continue to monitor this
progress.

(Applause.)

MS. JARAMILLO: Now, | know that it is not really a part of the
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discussion we were having overall in terms of the direction of the NEJAC,
but it is important that we not leave here without this particular piece
being in the record in that theagency has committed to follow-up on that.

Thank you.

MR. TURRENTINE: Charles. Charles, do you have anything for us
at this point?

MR. LEE: You asked me?

MR. TURRENTINE: Yes. Doyou have any update for us?

MR. LEE: Well, you all waited on baited breath, right? Well, first,
| talked to Steve Herman. He wanted you to know that the meeting that
he was called awayto this morning was with the Assistant Administrator
for the Office of Air. It was around a diesel issue, a diesel-- | think it's a
diesel rule, which is something that is of really very grave significance.
| don't need to explain that.

Steve does want to meet with you, and he'll be here around 11:30,
at which point he just wanted to chat with me for a little while. And | think
by around noon time we could have a meeting. Okay?

MR. TURRENTINE: In light ofthe time of arrival for Steve Herman,
if it pleases the Council, it mightbe futile to continue this discussion and
we may want to go back to the regular agenda and then resume this
portion once he arrives. Is that --

MR. COLE: So moved.

MR. TURRENTINE: Okay. It's beenmoved that we go back tothe
original agenda. Andis there a second?

MS. TRAVIS-MILLER: Second.

MR. TURRENTINE: It's been properly moved and second that we

AMERICAN REPORTERS, INC.
WASHINGTON-METRO FAX
(540) 678-4845 (540) 678-4048

NATIONWIDE
(800) 929-0130

11-23

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

MR. LEE: Well, like | said, | guess what we want to do is, you know,
have all of you come up. We have plaques for al of you. All line up
here, at which point | thinkit would be really nice to have a picture taken
of all the members rotating off.

I'm goingto start with -- let me just say, | guess what we should --
we should start lining up from there. Yes.

I'm going to start with the subcommittees. The first plague we want
to present is for Professor Bunyan Bryant from the Universityof Michigan
who has been a member ofthe Air and Water Subcommittee. Bunyan.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: We want you to come up here. If those of you would pay
attention, you would know what's going on. Andif OEJ staff would stop
talking to people who are going to be acknowledged, we can carry on.

Bunyan.

PROFESSOR BRYANT: Oh, my God.

MR. LEE: Thank you for your service on the NEJAC.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: The second plaque is for Clydia Cuykendall who has
been a member of the Air and Water Subcommittee, a real hard worker
and | think has been areal asset to that subcommittee. |Is Clydia here?

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: The third plaque goes to Delbert DuBois from South
Carolina. He's been a member of the Enforcement Subcommittee.
Delbert.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)
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go back to the original agenda, to resume this conversation after Steve
Herman comes to meet with us.

Is there any unreadiness on the motion?

(No audible response)

MR. TURRENTINE: Ready for the question?

All in favor of the motion, let it be known by a show of hands.

(Show of hands.)

MR. TURRENTINE: Seeing none opposed, the ayes have it, and
so ordered.

What we can do at this point, Charles, if you would like --

MR. LEE: Let me just, if | could, Haywood, just explain to you what
-- as the agenda stands, there was going to be the subcommittee reports
and -- well, let me do it in order.

We were going to have a discussion around the policy issue. | was
going to give a short summary. Then we were going to have a report on
the -- the May meeting report on community-based health research
models. And then, lastly, we were goingto have subcommittee reports
and recommendations.

Within all that we had wanted to do a recognition and
acknowledgement of the NEJAC members who are rotating off of the
NEJAC. It's probably wise, because there are a number of you who are
rotating off of the NEJAC, that that be done as early as possible.

(Pause.)

MR. LEE: You'd better say something.

MR. TURRENTINE: Charles said I'd better say something. Doit.

MR. LEE: Listen, I'm going to need somebody to help me do this.
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MR. LEE: Thank you. You got your picture? You want another
one?

PARTICIPANT: We got it.

MR. LEE: Okay, let's go. Delbert, stay up here.

The next plaque goes to Beth Hailstock who has been a member of
the International Subcommittee. Beth is with the Cincinnati Department
of Health. Is Beth here? Okay. | guess not.

Next we have Brad Hamilton. Brad's been a member of the
Indigenous Peoples Subcommittee from the State of Kansas.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Brad has also been the vice-chair of the IPS.

Next we have Michael Holmes.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: Is Michael here? Okay. His only one chance at this, you
know.

Charles Miller from the Indigenous Peoples Subcommittee. ldon't
think Charles is here, is he?

Let me ask, because of the last discussion is there no one that
wants these plagues anymore?

(Laughter.)

MR. LEE: Okay. Next from the South Carolina Department Health
-- okay, Lillian Mood.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: And from the Waste and Facilities Siting Subcommittee
Brenda Lee Richardson. | don't think Brenda is here, is she?

(Applause.)
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MR. LEE: Now we havethe Executive Council members. We begin
with Luke Cole, the Chair of the Enforcement Subcommittee. Luke.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Next we have Tom Goldtooth who is the Chair of the
Indigenous Peoples Subcommittee. Tom.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Next we have Dr. Marinelle Payton, the Chair of the
Health and Research Subcommittee.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Rosa Hilda Ramos, our beloved Rosa Hilda Ramos.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: From Puerto Rico and she has been amember of the Air
and Water Subcommittee and the former Chair of the Public Participation
Subcommittee.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Bunyan, you didn't get a picture?

PROFESSOR BRYANT: No.

MR. LEE: Bunyan warnts a picture with me.

(Taking of picture.)

Okay, great

Charles Miller just walked in so we want to recognize him for his
service onthe Indigenous Peoples Subcommittee. Charles.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Next we have Gerald Tores. Gerald is not here, right?
Okay.

Damon Whitehead who has been a member of the Executive
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ways to making sure that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
stays honest in its mission to achieve environmenta justice for all
Americans.

And, Haywood, | think we owe you a real debt of gratitude for the
past four years of senvice to the NEJAC. Haywood.

MR. TURRENTINE: Thank you.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: And make sure you get a picture of everybody.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: Thank you. Thank you, everyone. And if you all stay
nice this afternoon, we might even send you the pictures.

(Laughter.)

MS. SHEPARD: Charles, while we haver everyone here, | would
just like to say a few words.

First of all, this is a sad occasion because so many of my
colleagues are rotating off, strong colleagueswho have spent their time
and energy on this FACA.

But it's also very disappointing and | am extremely angry that the
people who are head of the Office of Environmental Justice are not here
to personally distribute these awards.

| also feel that the committee chairs, you all deserve so much
acknowledgement. Luke Cole from Enforcement, Tom Goldtooth from
Indigenous Peoples, Arnoldo Garcia who is not here, Marinelle Payton.
Marinelle, where are you? Outside? And Michel Gelobter who just
resigned as Chair of Airand Water a few months ago.

The amount of work, the amount of conference calls, the amount of
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Council and the Air and Water Subcommittee. Damon is not here.

Do we have Michd still or Marinelle?

PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible)

MR. LEE: It would bereally nice if she were able to.

What happened to Michel? What happened to Michel Gelobter?

PARTICIPANT: He's not here right now.

MR. LEE: Okay. Well, we're waiting for Marinelle.

(Pause.)

MR. LEE: We're waiting on somebody. Okay, we hawe to really
apologize. One of the members of the Executive Council who s going
off is Don Aragon. | guess we're going to have to mail you your plaque
unless you're willing to take the chairperson's plaque. So you come on
up.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: Here. So why don't you hold it.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: Thank you, Don.

Lastly, | want to recognize your chairperson for the past four years --
three years, right? Four years. Youknow who he is and |just want ©
say that throughout these four years, Haywood, you've beena real asset
to the issues of environmental justice, you served in a wonderful way as
a chairperson of the NEJAC. It hasn't beeneasy through these last four
years. There's been a lot of very difficult issues to address. I've always
said, and this speaks to all the members of the NEJAC, environmental
justice, if anything, is not an easy issue.

So you've all worked, you know, in very dedicated and committed
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written materials, the amount of meetings that being a subcommittee
chair takes is incredible. These people are working pro bono and |
believe they deserve more recognition than we are getting here today
having these acknowledgements basically to ourselves and to an empty
room.

I would just like to say that as the new Chair of NEJAC | am very
disappointed and we have got to begin to do a betterjob, and | hope that
this is not a reflection of the esteem in which the EPA holds this FACA.

So I would just like to saythank you. | hope I'm going to have your
counsel and support over the next years. | will need it, we will all need
it, if we're going to have an effective NEJAC if we're al going to still be
here in a few years. So, thank you all.

(Applause.)

MR. LEE: That was vely nice.

Well, last but definitely not least, the one with the grandentrance is
Damon Whitehead, a member of the Air and Water Subcommittee.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)

MR. LEE: You know what, if you can get a picture of Damon with
everyone.

(Taking of picture.)

MS. SHEPARD: Haywood, asthe outgoing chair | know you've got
some words to say, and | think we should hear from you.

MR. TURRENTINE: To the chairs of the subcommittees that are
going off, a very special thank you for all the hard work that you've done.
Oftentimes | get much of the credit and most of the times you do all the
work, so | really, really want to say thank you.
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And to the other members of the Council and the subcommittees
that are going off, youtruly make being the chair of thisCouncil enjoyable
and certainly doable.

For whatever we've accomplished in the last four years that I've
been the chair, it could nothave happened without the untiringwork and
effort put forth by an awful lot of people.

| say to the Council, though things seem this week to be somewhat
bleak in this room and outside this room, God is still on thethrone, will be
the final answer to all of our concems, and we need not worry. But
because we need notworry is no excuse for us to stop kicking butt and
doing what has to be done for the constituents that we represent.

None of the things that have happened with, for, and by NEJAC
would have happened in the agency had it not been for sustained effort
on the part of an awful lot of people. EPA has done some remarkable
things in the last four years, but | don't think they did it because they
woke up one morning and said, "This needs to be done." They did it
because of the agitation and the cajoling that we've done.

| would implore each of us in whatewer capacity that we find
ourselves, that we continue to agitate, to cajole and if necessary, go to
battle, because there is much to bedone. There are some rough roads
ahead. And if we are to save and preserve this environment for the
people that we love and hold dearly, it's going to require an incredible
amount of work on all of our parts.

I've enjoyed it. I've probably irritated some people. | apologize for
that. | apologize for your feeling irritated, not necessarily for what | had
to do as Chair that may have caused your irritation. My intent was notto
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back and sit out in the audience and wish like hell | was up here at the
mike to shut somebody up. That's the fun part of it.

Thank you all so very much.

(Applause.)

MS. RAMOS: Mr. Chair.

MR. LEE: There are a number of people that -- | think, first of all,
Haywood, we're ready for a break because the hotel staff says that they
can fix the microphones. But before that, | do want to make sure that
read into the record are those persons who are members of the Council
who were not able to be here.

First, of course, is Gerald Torres, Beth Hailstock, Clydia Cuykendall,
Brenda Lee Richardson, Lillan Mood, Johnny Wilson, Michael
DiBartholomeis who is on the Health and Research Subcommitee,
Arnoldo Garcia, the Chair of the International Subcommittee, Robert
Holmes, Maria Carmen Lebron, Sarah James, and Michal Holmes.

Lastly, before we break, | just want to also take the privilege of
recognizing one of those persons who was not here -- was outside
because she had an emergency -- who is the Chair of the Health and
Research Subcommittee, a personwho has beenhighly dedicated to the
work of that subcommittee, and a person, in fact, you should know, that
really wants to continue andwe might perhapsbe able toaccomplishthat
still. Certainly | think it is remiss on the part of the Council not to
recognize her even though she wasn't here for the presentations.

So, if I can, | want to present this plague to Maiinelle Payton, the
Chair of the Health and Research Subcommittee. Come on, Marinelle.

(Presentation of award.) (Applause.)
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irritate you; my intent was always to get things done inan orderly fashion.

So | apologize to any of you Council members or the public or the
staff that | might have offended in any way. It was certainly not my
intention. But when | took over as Chair of this Council, | took over with
the express desire to move this entity to a point that we had heretofore
not gone.

Again, we didn't accom plish all we wanted to ac complish